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MEETING BETWEEN SALC, THE SUSSEX POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER, CHIEF 

CONSTABLE YORK AND ACC SMITH - 26 November 2015 

 
Please find below the questions which were forwarded to CC York by members of the Parish Councils prior to their 

attendance at the above meeting and responses. 

 

Questions 1-9 relate to the force position regarding PCSOs. As a general update: 

 
 In the future there will be less PCSOs across the Force  

 The role is being changed with more of a focus on crime prevention and problem solving with partners where 
appropriate 

 Their deployment will be based on an assessment of threat, risk, harm and vulnerability  

 The model will ensure accessibility for all communities is maintained through access to a team rather than an 
individual 

 The new PCSO role and model is planned to start at the beginning of July 2016 
 

We cannot meet the financial shortfall without reducing our headcount and refocusing roles, and this principle applies in 

all areas including PCSOs. 

 
1. "Nationally police are facing unmitigated cuts which are changing the method of Policing we have known since 

1829.  People want to see warranted officers on the streets of their neighbourhood so why are the Police trying to 
cope by cutting back continually instead of challenging Government who have no supporting evidence of the 
repercussions of these cuts?" 

 Sue Batey, Clerk to Aldwick Parish Council  
 

 At every opportunity we are constructively engaging with the Government at a strategic level 

 Like the rest of the public sector we are subject to budget cuts. We must make changes to the way we work to be 
effective within our budget         

 
2. To what extent previous service levels (especially in front line policing and crime investigation) have been changed 

in order to meet budget cuts?  The Parish Council received a very 'political' answer from the Commissioner 
 Irene, Kirdford  
 

 There will be no reduction in constable numbers on our emergency response teams - we will be there in an 
emergency  

 Often the police are cited as the service of last resort - the simple fact is that we can no longer afford to 
respond to issues which would be more effectively dealt with by other providers or by working in partnership 

 
3. How will the reduction in resources affect policing in rural areas? For example the increase in stolen items like 

tractors or bikes which seems to be on the increase Cllr Graham Inns, Fernhurst Parish Council   
 
         See answer to question four 
 
4. We are all concerned about the rumoured withdrawal of police personnel from rural communities, and their 

replacement partially or substantially by some form of community warden scheme, funded outside the Police 
budget, (and presumably with greatly reduced powers). 

 
 This is linked with our concerns about police response times to incidents in Forest Row.  Yesterday evening 

there was an RTC outside the Community Centre in Hartfield Road at approximately 17:00, involving two 
motorcyclists both of whom were injured.  Emergency Services were called immediately, but there was no police 
attendance for more than 30 minutes, by which time there was a major traffic congestion problem extending up the 
main A22, and potential eyewitnesses had begun to drift away from the scene.  

 
          Without knowing the date we are unfortunately unable to identify/research this incident, but if there was a delay in 

attending the location it would have been because of other commitments which had been prioritised based on the 
level of threat, risk and harm. 

 
 [I have also received a report that during the Forest Row Festival police declined to attend one of two 999 calls 

from the Co-op convenience store reporting threatening behaviour.  It is appreciated this may well have been a 
considered decision alongside other calls on resources, but the rural community sometimes feels it gets put to the 
back of the queue.]  
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          On the 18th September the Co Op in Forest Row did contact Police stating underage people from the festival were 
coming into the store, ‘putting other customers off’ and attempting to get older persons to buy them alcohol. No 
units were initially available to attend, but following another call stating 2 males had come into the store and were 
being verbally aggressive which had resulted in the staff closing the store as they felt unsafe, a unit was deployed. 
Upon the officer’s arrival the store was closed, so it is not thought contact was made with staff however a young 
male was found in a very intoxicated state nearby, and the male was taken to Hospital. The unit then remained at 
the location and was not released from the scene until 00.46hrs, 2 hrs 51 minutes after arrival. The call had been 
graded 2. 

 
 I hope this may add a useful contribution to the discussion with the Chief Constable. 
 David O’Driscoll, Clerk, Forest Row Parish Council 
 

 Our prevention, response and investigation teams will all be active within neighbourhoods across Sussex 

 The aim is to deliver policing more efficiently through embracing technology and multi-agency working, reducing 
cost and engaging with the public in the best way. 

 
5. We have heard that support from PCSO's at the local level may be reduced as part of the overall manpower 

resource planning within the Police. Would the Chief Constable like to comment?  
 Chair, Councillor Stewart Fuller, East Dean & Friston Parish Council  
 

 Our new model puts a named team as a point of contact, rather than there being a physical presence in every 
locality in Sussex, and they will have an understanding of the needs of the local community  

 

 They will also be a prevention team who will prioritise those who are most vulnerable  
 

 We will always base our response on the level of threat, risk and harm to those involved  
 

 We will be equipping PCSOs with a wider range of skills so that they can focus on those most in need, actively 
contributing to reducing crime alongside our partners   

 

6. Horsted Keynes Parish Council would like the Chief Constable to provide an update on the role of PCSO's - what is 

happening, when will it happen, what will the new role incorporate and what impact will this have on existing 

duties?  

 Beverley O'Garra, Clerk, Horsted Keynes Parish Council 

 

          The general position regarding PCSO’s is as discussed in previous questions/answers. In relation to Horsted 

Keynes, the PCSO is Erica Baxter who is unfortunately off sick at this immediate time, but she is understood to 

have a good working relationship the Council. 

 

7. Newick Parish Council would request that the following questions should be put to the Sussex Chief Constable at 

the forthcoming meeting. 

  

 1) Newick Parish Council is concerned about the planned reduction in PCSO presence in the village and the advice 

that it is unlikely that police will attend should be there be antisocial behaviour at the recreation ground in the 

future.  The Council would like clarification as to what other services are being restricted, whether this decision can 

be reversed and, if not, what reduction can the residents expect in the Sussex Police precept element of future 

Council Tax Bills?  

 

          When Sussex Police receive a call from the public, we will respond effectively and efficiently, prioritising the service 

and resource based on the level of threat, harm and risk. This may mean that it is not possible to attend all 

incidents reported to us, and some non emergency issues may be better dealt with by other partners or agencies. 

The new model in Sussex also describes how the Local Policing Teams will have the ability to work as a team as 

opposed to working as individuals when preventing crime and catching criminals. 

 

          The question regarding the precept element of Council tax bills is not a matter for the police to respond to, and 

should be addressed to the Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner. 

  

 2) It has been suggested by Sussex Police that towns and parishes could group together to employ a Community 

Warden to cover some of the work that a PCSO might previously have undertaken.  Newick Parish Council would 

like to ask whether, instead, it would be possible for towns and parishes to make a financial contribution towards 

keeping their existing PCSO in place? 

  Sue Berry, Clerk to Newick Parish Council  
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 May it please be suggested that this be discussed with Trevor Leggo for the current situation to be 
outlined 

 
8. Could we have an update on PCSO’s retention in Sussex? 

 Richard Wickens, Clerk Felpham PC.  

 

 See previous answers 

 

9. Falmer Parish Council would like to know what is happening to PCSO as we haven't seen any for a couple of 

years! Also not sure our contact details are up to date as the phone number doesn't work. Could we ask for an 

update?  

 Melanie Cutress, Falmer Parish Council  

 

          Falmer University comes under the remit of PCSO Chris Murphy who is based within Brighton and Hove’s East 

NPT, however the PCSO for Falmer Parish is based at Lewes Police Station and she is PCSO Jodie Barden. Jodie 

can be seen upon the Lewes NPT pages on the Sussex Police website as part of the Ringmer Local Team and her 

contact details are shown as 101 or 0791 2893373. 

 

          Many of the following questions relate to ‘speeding’ issues, and the following lines may assist with 

countering any misconceptions the public may have regarding speeding: 

 

From 2002 to 2014 there has been very little change in the average speed of traffic. The average speed is below the 
speed of the specific speed limit and is slightly less than that obtained in 2002. However, there is significant change in the 
percentages exceeding the speed limit (far less are than in 2002) and particularly in those exceeding it by 5 or 10mph 
(depending on the type of road). This suggests that there is greater compliance with the limits and that is no doubt due in 
part to a number of factors, including the use of safety cameras, modern police deployment profiling, specialist speed 
detection equipment used by officers and better education through publicity and the provision of diversion courses as an 
alternative to prosecution. 
 

10. Whilst everyone is aware of the pressure police resources are under there is a worrying perception that there are 

areas of the law that won't get enforced or will be greatly diminished in their delivery. 

 

 What is very apparent is the lack of enforcement of traffic regulations in particular speed on rural roads. 

 There is evidence that such roads are by far the most dangerous of all types and appear to be becoming more so. 

 Of particular concern is the problem of "hours of darkness speeding". It would seem that for some drivers speed 

limits do not count when it is dark. 

 

 The number of demolished walls and vehicles that have left the road overnight is strong evidence of the 

lawlessness that pervades our rural roads at night. 

 

 Unfortunately the B2145 is an example of the problem. 

 I was also concerned by Richard Hall's statement at the last PC that the new speed limits would not be enforced for 

12 months. This is a change in policy from when the first TRO was made on the B2145 when there was active 

promotion and advertisement of the limits both by WSCC through its road safety officer and by the police.  

 Regards Paul Bedford, Sidlesham PC  

 

          The question does suggest this is a perception and the subsequent comments are somewhat generic so we are 

unable to provide specific answers. Statistically rural roads do appear to present greater risks to road users, but 

that said, regrettably the largest factor in road collisions is human error. Many rural roads are subject to the national 

speed limit, but many incidents occur at speeds much below the limit where the driver is travelling too fast for the 

conditions. Up until an incident occurring, it is probable the driver has not committed an offence. The police deploy 

resources against an intelligence based background specifically to target the high risk takers and those locations 

where their presence is likely to influence driver behaviour and reduce casualties. 

 

          In relation to the speed limit in Sidlesham, it is known that in the last year the village lobbied WSCC to extend the 

30mph speed limit within the village. Unfortunately the proposed extensions did not meet the criteria set within the 

WSCC Speed Management Policy or comply with the guidance contained within the DfT document Circular Roads 

1/2013, The Setting of Local Speed Limits. Consequently Sussex Police formally objected to the proposal. 

 

 Whenever a new speed limit is introduced in West Sussex the Authority has a post implementation monitoring 

period which enables them to obtain speed data to establish whether the new limit is working effectively and 

achieving acceptable compliance levels. During that period there is an understanding between the Police and the 
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Authority that the Police will not conduct any static speed enforcement within the new limit, because it is likely to 

skew the data obtained by the Authority. That does not mean however that the Police will not enforce the limit and 

where offenders are detected by officers as part of their day to day patrolling activity they will deal with them as 

appropriate. 

 

11. The main gripe with the police is not controlling the speed of traffic. 

 

 At present, we have Community Speed Watch which is all very well but when motorists see then in their hi-vis they 

slow down. 

 

 We would like to know what their plans are to tackle speed when the speed watch teams are not out with the 

cameras.  

 Janna Todd, Parish Clerk, Mayfield & Five Ashes  

 

Generally speaking the mean speeds recorded as part of the speed monitoring process showed speeds were generally 
low, i.e. no greater than 34. This relates to 2013 data. As is usually the case, there is a higher mean speed recorded in 
the early hours of the morning; also there will always be the odd rogue vehicle when flows are quieter. Community 
speedwatch has been proven to be an effective initiative. We would encourage local people to report vehicles believed to 
be exceeding the speed limit to our Operation Crackdown. This enables us to collate data as to levels and times when 
these problems are evident and allow us to respond accordingly. 
 

Roads Policing Officers attended these parishes on 6 occasions over three consecutive months in 2013, prior to meetings 
at Five Ashes, and found on one occasion a vehicle exceeding the limit at 34mph. It was agreed that the NPT would 
supply an officer on an intelligence led basis to support the efforts of the CSW volunteers and it is believed this is still the 
current situation. 

ESCC have installed vehicle activated signs to visually remind drivers if they are exceeding the speed limit. 

 

12. What is the criterion for continued speed monitoring along the A285 and in particular in the Duncton area? 

Following the Chief Inspector's comments at the recent All Parishes Meeting can we assume that regular speed 

enforcement will continue along this dangerous road? 

 Amy Harte, Clerk and RFO to Duncton Parish Council  

 

          Sussex Police, WSCC and the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership are working closely together in relation to this 

road, which is a EuroRap higher risk route. The data however within the report is not up to date due to the time 

between the data being obtained and published, and in the meantime the Council have made many improvements 

and added new highway safety engineering installations along the route - many of which are designed to increase 

the hazard perception of drivers. Changes have been made to many aspects of the road including the road surface, 

signage and markings. Unfortunately many of the collisions are as a result of poor decision making by drivers and 

driving too fast for the conditions, but rarely one of exceeding the posted speed limit. Work is ongoing behind the 

scenes, and surveys are underway looking at driving behaviours and the length of journeys made on the stretch of 

road. The data will be analysed and enforcement, if appropriate, will be data led and adhere to the criteria Sussex 

Police use in line with DfT and ACPO guidance. 

 

13. At one of the MSALC meetings we met a Chief Superintendent of Police and I asked the question concerning 

vehicle speeding, vehicles travelling with faulty lights, lorries in town centres, illegal parking etc. and the impression 

we were given was that the police did not have the manpower to deal with this so no action was taken. I also 

suggested that in view of that should be police have a ‘blitz’ from time to time on those offences (an operation) but 

the impression was that the police did not want to know. The public feel very strongly about these subjects and get 

very upset by this attitude from the police. How does the Chief Constable substantiate this approach? 

  John, Chairman Lindfield Rural Parish Council.  

 

‘Blitz’s and operations’ do take place within Sussex, and below is a summary of operations undertaken by RPU 
throughout the year: 
  

 NPCC(ACPO) and TISPOL (European Traffic Police Network) speed enforcement weeks 

 NPCC(ACPO) and TISPOL seat belt campaign 

 NPCC(ACPO) and TISPOL drink drug driving campaigns in the summer and at Xmas 

 Op Mermaid - Commercial vehicle checks alongside DVSA (Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency) 

 Op Coachman - School buses safety operation with DVSA 

 Op Tourist - Tourist coaches safety operation with DVSA 

 Carriage of Dangerous Goods operations 
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DVSA operatives also come out on patrol with RPU units, and LGV's and other vehicles are stop checked for safety 
checks. They also attend RTC's involving LGV's to examine the vehicles. 
 
Faulty lights can be dealt with by routine patrols, not just RPU. There are no specific operations for faulty lights but this is 
recognised as a good way to speak to the driver and this often leads to discovering other offences. However we do use 
the media to emphasise the need to check lights regularly, especially around times of severe weather conditions and also 
when the clocks go back.  
 

          In many areas, parking enforcement has been decriminalised and enforcement is the responsibility of the local district 

council, and not the police. The police will only get involved in parking if it is dangerous or causing an obstruction.    

 

          In relation to lorries within Town Centres, they may be lorries making the necessary deliveries to keep the shops stocked 

thereby playing a valuable part in developing and maintaining local economies and sustaining local communities.  

 

14. Albourne Parish Council would like to raise a couple of points:- 

 

1. How can the Chief Constable support the Parish Council's request for a reduction in the speed limit along the 

B2116. We appreciate that this is more a matter for West Sussex County Council, but it is also a policing issue, 

and something that the Police might also like to see implemented. 

 

There is a statutory duty placed upon highway authorities to consult with the Chief Officer of Police with regards to 
any permanent traffic regulation order they may wish to make in relation to a speed limit. As a statutory consultee 
the police, whilst they acknowledge the views of local residents are obliged to respond to any consultation from a 
professional viewpoint. They base their response upon established highway engineering principles as outlined in 
the guidance and policies contained with the Department for Transport’s Traffic Signs Manual and Circular Roads 
1/2013, NPCC and Sussex Police policy and local authority policies where we have indicated our support. This is 
set in the context of likely issues which may be generated from a Crime and Disorder Act perspective. 

 

          Sussex Police will only support the lowering of a speed limit if it meets the criteria as outlined in the Department for 

Transports Circular Roads 1/2013 The Setting of Local Speed Limits and the criteria contained within the WSCC 

Speed Management Policy. It is important that if a lower limit is to be introduced the average speed of traffic in free 

flow conditions should be close to the proposed speed limit. It is our contention that in every case there must be a 

proven need for the lower speed limit, the limit must be clear and the motorist must have the ability to comply. The 

service has limited capacity and resilience and will assume that if correctly placed, speed limits will be self 

enforcing and that the Highway Authority will be responsible for ensuring it meets those aims. 

 

 2. The Parish Council would like the Chief Constable to know how helpful the local PCSO, Joel Havicon, has been 

in listening to the Parish Council's concerns about antisocial behaviour in the Parish, and doing his best to improve 

matters, but the question would be - what more can Sussex Police do to address localised antisocial 

behaviour/vandalism in the District, particularly in rural areas. 

 Iain McLean (Clerk to Albourne Parish Council)  

 

          In addition to the work undertaken by PCSO Joel Havicon, Sgt Izzy Lee from Burgess Hill NPT launched the 

Equine Rangers in September and the scheme has already shown success around ASB issues, whilst reports of fly 

tipping have resulted in the rubbish being cleared up on the same day. 

 

          The Think Family project is also very active in Mid Sussex and has several initiatives aimed at tackling ASB and 

reducing crime, whilst projects such as ‘Albion in the Community’ help to divert young people away from ASB. 

 

          At the beginning of this paper there is an explanation as to the future roles of PCSO’s, and mention is made of how 

PCSO’s will work as part of a team as opposed to an individual. This will mean that issues of ASB can be targeted 

by the NPT as a whole using all the resources at their disposal and alongside partners.. 

 

15. We need to have a way forward as many other towns and districts are concerned into decriminalisation of Parking 

in Polegate. 

 

 This would help with the process of obtaining and the procurement of our own wardens and maybe with a shared 

service across other towns or nearby towns at least. 

 

 Although this all seems simplistic, It is not and does require a lot of thought, before any chances were pursued or 

indeed put in place? 
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 It would be good to know what the Chief Constable’s view is on this and how he could help in moving this forward. 

 With the Policing budget being squeezed even further and reductions have to be made somewhere, parking will be 

on the bottom of the list one suspects? However this may be a solution on moving forward where parking issues 

are concerned. Generally speaking the two hour wait bays and other parking regulations are not policed effectively 

currently due to many constraints placed on the local police and PCSOs. 

 

 Therefore something has to be done. 

 Cllr David R Watts, Mayor of Polegate and Chairman of the Council  

 

Parking enforcement has been an issue for some time on both Wealden and Rother districts 
 
Wealden (and Rother) are two of very few districts nationally who have not chosen to decriminalise parking enforcement. 
The issue since the public engagement around LPP is being discussed more and more as parishes come to realise that 
the police will not as a matter of course enforce against unlawful parking and the focus of activity will be where there is 
threat, harm or risk to people. 
 
Our current position is one of no general enforcement activity but a response to enforce parking infringements when 
considered a danger to the public. 
 
Over the last year or so the minister for transport and the PCC have written to WDC urging them to move towards 
decriminalising and civil enforcement however we understand that WDC's position remains unchanged. 
 
The police have engaged with WDC for some time regarding this matter and there does not appear to be any change in 
their stance in the immediate future. If there is a change in the position Sussex Police would be very keen to work on 
WDC to support a transition to Civil Parking Enforcement. 
 

16. We have some questions from our Neighbourhood Watch contact (Mr Richards) concerning the interaction 

between Sussex Police and Neighbourhood Watch.  Many of our residents are signed up to receive email alerts 

from Neighbourhood Watch and find this very useful so the timely dissemination of information is very important.  

The questions are: 

  
 1. How will working with Neighbourhood Watch fit in to the future strategic plans for Sussex Police?  

 2.  In Kingston Parish many of the ‘local’ commitments from Sussex Police set out in the 2012 Service Level 
Agreement between Sussex Federation NHW and Sussex Police have not been followed through.  What are the 
Chief Constables views on this? 

 Mrs Val Knight, Clerk of Kingston Parish Council  
 
As we move forward with reduced levels of resourcing the importance of NHW and other community groups will become 
more important as they are a conduit for information so that we can engage with a wider community and they can also 
play a vital role in helping to prevent and detect crime. It is hoped the feeling is that the information provided by the police 
is very good, however we can not provide information in excess of that given to the wider community as this could not be 
achievable or in many cases appropriate. 
 
In relation to the annual contact by local PCSO's with every NHW coordinator, this is a huge task across such a large 
district and the practicality of achieving this was raised when the new SLA was signed last year. 
 
We regularly meet NHW at a variety of meetings including the JAG, attending their AGM's and working together at 
events, however to meet the agreement of contact with every coordinator annually a plan on the district was introduced  
to contact every member of NHW via phone. This has enabled the force the opportunity to speak with coordinators, 
establish if they have any concerns, facilitate personal visits it they request them and note any other concerns. This has 
proved to be very successful and has received positive feedback from members of the local NHW. 
 
Unfortunately, the officer who completed this task last year failed to make contact with NHW from a couple of the area's 
and Kingston was one such area. This was identified a while ago and this has now been tasked out as a priority. We can 
only apologise as we do recognise that this should not have been missed. 
 
The district has however been praised at a recent NHW Federation meeting for their community messaging and the 
balance of good news against reports of crime, with reference made to the inclusion of court results. 
 
ACC Smith is also scheduled to meet with the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Sussex NHW Federation on the 10th 
December to discuss any concerns. 
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17. 1) for a statement on the prospect of Sussex Police moving in with the ESFRS in Uckfield, as appears to be 

happening elsewhere.  

 

          We are looking at opportunities to co-locate our services with all our blue light and public sector partners across the 

Force areas and indeed we are just about to relocate the Newhaven Police Station into a new shared Fire, Police 

and Local Authority building in the heart of town next month. We haven't specifically looked at the Uckfield site, but 

it is planned for the year 2016-17 

 

And, therefore 

 

 2) the prospect of Sussex Police moving out of the current Uckfield Police Station. And, if this will happen, an idea 

of when this is likely to occur 

 
We are planning on moving out of the station and reproviding the service within the next 2 years, but won't be closing the 
existing facility until a suitable or better alternative service is put in place.  
  

 Ian Smith, Uckfield Town Council  

           

          As we replace all our old and out-dated police sites with new combined shared service sites, we will be contacting 

individual Town and Parish Councils to discuss opportunities. We fully appreciate the value these Town & Parish 

Councils play in local communities, and without their skills and knowledge of the local areas, our estates strategy 

would be difficult to progress. We are in the process of linking with Selsey Town Council for a shared site, as well 

as discussing a policing presence in a shared community hub with Heathfield and Waldron Parish Council, and 

discussing options for a shared facility with Steyning Parish Council. We look forward to continuing discussions with 

these and other local Councils as further opportunities arise.  

 

18. As already raised with the Police in the past - our PCSO in Angmering - is the increase in petty crime and can the 

Police support this with crime statistics? Can these be published as crime figures with feedback on sentencing, 

clean up rates etc? For instance, is it something that Rebecca Bernier, our PSCO, can let us know, to let us know 

what crimes have been committed in our area i.e. what’s been solved, outstanding, progressing, sentencing etc. 

 Claire Edwards, Administrator, Angmering Parish Council  

 

 The District provides statistics which are broken down to Parish/Ward at a number of forums which include the local 
joint area committee's and the local joint action groups. This allows an opportunity for questions to be raised as a 
representative is always provided 

 In addition, PCSO's send a monthly report to the local parish councils to update on local issues 

 In line with all other Districts, weekly bulletins are published which feature updates on specific crimes where 
appropriate, emerging series and crime prevention advice 

 Whilst PCSO's remain the point of contact for local wards they have a greater responsibility across the Districts as a 
whole to respond to threat, harm, and risk which is reviewed and prioritised through weekly intelligence meetings. As 
an example, there has recently been a series of burglaries in the East Preston / Angmering area which was identified. 
The deployment of resources was prioritised to this location including PCSOs from across the District to provide 
reassurance, crime prevention advice, and gather intelligence. As a result, an individual was arrested who is currently 
on bail, and there has been a significant reduction in the offences that were taking place 

 At a practical level the role of the PCSO is engaging with the local community and assisting in the prevention and 
detection of crime. In order to do this they need to be out of the Police Station and therefore it is simply not possible 
to be aware of every incident that has or is taking place. To do this they would spend all day every day in front of a 
computer. They are expected to be aware of local issues but this has to be balanced with a knowledge of the 
priorities for the District and how they can minimise the threat, harm and risk 

 There are very specific guidelines under the victim code and through the victim contract with regards to updating 
victims which is the responsibility of the officer in the case, but it would be impractical and on many occasions 
inappropriate to share specific information with a wider audience 

 There has been an increase in petty crime, but we have to prioritise the deployment of our resources and therefore 
burglary, violent crime or other serious crime will take priority over minor criminal damage or vehicle crime which 
often has limited lines of enquiry, however this can be balanced by saying that where we have had emerging series 
which have been identified, we have provided an appropriate response and have had success with arresting 
individuals for Criminal Damage in the Angmering area and most recently dealing with ASB involving youths on 
scooters 

 

19. These are the questions from my council. 

 

1) Speed excess in the village and how to organize speed control session? (we have a very young 
Community Speedwatch team. What is the police view of other initiatives?)  



 8 

 
Inspector Clothier from the District NPT is aware that the Community Speedwatch Team is ‘young’, but he has not     
been made aware at any local meetings of specific issues surrounding speed in East Preston. It is presumed that the 
reference to speed control sessions is referring to ‘speed enforcement’, and these are intelligence led based on casualty 
data and undertaken by RPU. Sites are prioritised, and resources directed to those areas deemed as high priority with 
none in East Preston, which is a positive point. 
 
Speed Indicator Devices (SIDS) is another option which can be considered and there is such a device available on the 
District. It should be remembered however, that any monitoring or use of SID can only take place where the signed speed 
limit is the same as that outlined in the Traffic Regulation Order. 
 
Inspector Clothier is happy to discuss such options, and he has a Sergeant upon the District who oversees Community 
Speedwatch.  

  
2) What is the current method of enforcement of (ignored) road signs?  
Where officers observe mandatory signs being contravened they will deal with the offender as appropriate 
 
3) Does the Chief Constable believe that the Public has more or less confidence in the Police since this time 
a year ago and why?  
 
Confidence differs from other concepts such as “user satisfaction” in that it is difficult to deconstruct and reduce to 
simple metrics.  
 
At the national level, “public confidence” is broken down into a series of questions which are asked of respondents 
in the Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW). Over a considerable time period, there has virtually been no 
change in this indicator.  
 
Locally, we did conduct a Local Neighbourhood Survey across Sussex via our in-house Telephone Interviewing   
team from 2009 to March 2015. This survey included a similar range of questions and also asked directly “In 
general, are you confident in Sussex Police?’. Here the results remained at a level 84-86% throughout the year the 
survey was conducted, 

 
We are now exploring non survey based approaches, looking at a basket of measures regarding public confidence 
in areas such as reporting levels of crime, applications to join the police, volunteering, complaints, correspondence 
etc. 
 
In many areas of crime and ASB categories, there has been the desired increase in reporting, widely seen to be 
linked to confidence, whilst volunteers continue to be recruited as Special Constables and in various 
schemes/roles. 
. 
4) The positive impact cannot be underestimated of a police car patrolling through a village once in a while? 
How can the public or local authorities help to increase the visibility of police in a village? 
Simon, East Preston Parish Council  

 

 Sussex has 1.6 million residents. We need to recognise that being visible does not always equate to physically 
having contact with a member of our organisation. 

 

 Research on the deterrent effect of the visible presence of foot patrols shows that, on the whole, they do not 
reduce crime rates 

 

 Despite their limited evidence of effectiveness, the majority of the public both expect and believe that patrol 
officers help to prevent crime and deter offenders.  

 

 In direct terms, the chances of a patrol officer coming across an incident in progress are remote  
 

 We will also be looking to exploit mobile technology which means teams can spend more time away from the 
police station rather than returning to complete their paperwork.  
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